CDC Activities, Georgia HCV Elimination
January 2019

Activities and Findings:

1. TAG 
The Final TAG Recommendations will be sent to Ministry and NCDC by Paul Weidle first week of February
2. Decentralization 
FIND is interested to support the program with up to 10,000 test kits for use in the existing GeneXpert and enthusiasm expressed by The EASL Foundation to adopt of Georgia as the EASLF HCV Center of Excellence.  
The main Summary/Action items are:
Small working group still needs to be established to implement the program and 	by end of 2019 to have screening, care and treatment services in TBD PHC, TBD HR sites; Integrate HCV diagnostics into TB program (Use of GeneXpert 10 K kits for free by end of 2019). Along with some key changes in legislation to ensure decentralization.
3. March Workshop
[bookmark: _Hlk536447918]It is suggested to Plan March workshop on March 6-7th with the focus on decentralization of HCV care and treatment in primary care and harm reduction sites. The agenda will be developed soon.
4. EASL foundation
[bookmark: _Hlk536447881]EASL foundation will be collaborating with Georgia Ministry of Health for training of primary health care providers. The training is planned week following the March workshop. 
The idea is to conduct three trainings spread throughout the year in different regions of Georgia. 
Details of the training needs will be discussed with the primary instructors (Dr. Tengiz Tsertsvadze, Dr. Maia Butsashvili, others) to determine– how many days, etc.? 
5. EASL 2019
CDC in collaboration with EASL Foundation able to secure a place for Georgia Special Session on Center of Excellence at EASL. The session will be held on April 11th, 2019.
Title: Launch of EILF Centre of Excellence in Viral Hepatitis in Georgia
[bookmark: _GoBack]Time: 16.00 – 18.00 The draft agenda has been sent to Ministry and NCDC and will be finalized and circulated for further comments.


6. Scientific committee meeting
[bookmark: _Hlk536447933]The next SC meeting has been tentatively scheduled for the week of February 8, 2019.  Along with the new proposal’s it is planned to hear updates on - Decentralization progress from Ministry and CDC will present Data analysis by decentralization indicators.
7. Additional funding for decentralization
Funding for the facility upgrades is one of the barriers to roll out the MOIDPLHSA HCV Treatment decentralization plan. EUCOM (European Command) has some funding to support the process and would accelerate roll out of the plan. US Embassy in Georgia (US embassy Humanitarian assistance program manager and Bilateral affairs officer) together with CDC had a meeting at Ministry to discuss the final approval of the funding. Tentatively funding for Decentralization equipment will be available by the end of May this year. 
